New York Kiwanians Help Katrina Victims

When the going gets tough - the tough
New Yorkers get going. After reading
about the suffering of our fellow
Americans in the Gulf Coast area in the
last ESK, New Yorks sprang into action.
Governor Dave sent out the following
update to Kiwanians.

September 15, 2005

Dear New York District Kiwanians,

| am happy to report that on, Thursday,
September 15, 2005, a 48 foot tractor trailer
left from the Capital Division in Voorheesville,
with donations from surrounding clubs and
divisions, under the direction of DPLG Mike
Malark and headed to Staten Island.

The truck was met by the Brooklyn and
Metropolitan Division volunteers. Each
Division acted as a collection point for sever-
al tons of non-perishable canned food, dia-
pers, baby formula, personal hygiene items,
paper goods, first aid kits, childrens clothes
and most importantly several pallets water
and drinks, donated by clubs throughout NYC.

After dozens of Kiwanians loaded this
enormous tractor trailer, in what must be the
most humid day this summer, Mike and the
truck headed for Long Island. In the afternoon,
the truck reached my office in Farmingdale
where more volunteers filled the truck with
more food, water and supplies from surround-
ing clubs and divisions. The truck went on to
the last collection point in Suffolk West. Area

clubs made tremendous donations and the
truck was filled to capacity.

The truck is now headed with the relief
items to Mike Berner, a Kiwanian from the
Ponchatoula, Louisiana Club. His 77 year old
father is the incoming President. Between
Mike B., his brother and dad, they have at
least 105 years of Kiwanis experience. Their
warehouse will store and distribute the much
needed supplies to the Gulf Coast area.

Our Sponsored Youth have shown interest
in helping in the relief effort and will be col-
lecting canned foods for our next shipment.
We will keep you posted on that
information as it becomes available. Food is
our priority and we will not be collecting used
clothing, since we have been asked to stop
sending clothes.

This Holiday Season, | would like to supply
the Guif Coast area children with Holiday
Parties with all the trimming. We will be
accepting monetary donations for this project.
We will send more details shortly.

Today, as many other days, | am proud to
be a Kiwanian.Take pride in all you have done,
you have made
a difference in many lives, one at a time.
Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers
dedicated to changing the world one child and
one community at a time!

Yours in Kiwanis,

David Rothman, Governor

Below is a newspaper article which ran in a local Gulf Coast Newspaper.

RELIEF MISSION — An 18-whaeelar, [oadad with rafiel suppfias
donated by members of Hew York Klwanls Clubs, is enloaded in
Hammand Saturday. A group of Kiwanis Club membars stands
behind members of the LU Campus Crusade far Christ which
helped unipad tha truck and be all the supplies. Fom 2, kneel
in, are Mike Malark of Voorheeswilla, M.Y.. who spearbeaded the

Despite widespread disrup-
tion of commubication net
warks in Katrina's wake,
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Phola subminad

gllort in his slata, and Mika Bemer of the Ponchatoula Kiwanis
Club, who coordinated. tha project locally; slanding, Harmmahd
and Penchatoula Kiwanlans Judy and Vic Gouvillion, Rusty
Mayer, John Vaughn, .0, "Corky” Henpeman, Anthony “Tony”
Berner, John Thaeas, Mark Mobiey, Terry Brown, Jim Perrin and
Genrge Anthan. )

Helping Katrina victims

New York Kiwanis clubs coordinate donations

Ioternational, noed the divie
sion was slammed hard by
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prioT 10 eventual distribodon.
Seven members: of  the
Hammond Kiwanis Club,

Clothes, food, waler, toys,
infant, baby supplies und

et from New Yok stae will
5000 be recchiog vietims of
Humricane Karing in southeast
Louislann and e Mississippi
Gulf Coast thaoks 1o o joint
effori-of Kiwanis Clubs memi-
bers separaterd by abook |A0H
miles;

Membeérs of the Hammond
‘and  Ponchetoula
Clubs, augmented by Louisiana
Stare University's chiapter of
the campus Crusade for Cheist
and some Panchaiguls High
Sehoal Key Club members
spent Salordey morning io a
hol, steamy warehouse in
Hammend unleading the wailer
of an Hi-wheeler g fommed to
absolute capacity witly e sup-

-9
Michasl W. “Mike” Malark
of Voorheesville, MY, came

befers the big trick rolled inte
Hammend.

Malark, 3 member of the
New Seotiand (N.Y.) Kisvanis
AChub, said club teaders in the
New York District af Kivanis
International had expressad
inteeest in helping the viclims
of Katring ‘and decided to
soearhead the sroreit himself

numerous and varfed other

Kiwanis

up with the iden aboat 10days

Malark managed to conincl
Michael Berner, a veleran
niember and former president
of il Ponchatoula: Kiwanis
Club; They begon planning
Malark's: edyssey from New
York (o Lowistana They chose
the Panchatoula-Hammond
area s the defivery paoint
becawse of the challenge of
geting inte the “ground zerg™
areas of Hurricane Karrina's
path,

After conversations with
Bemee, Malwk began contact-
fng Kiwaoniz Clubs throughout
MNew Yerk and urging them e
gither reliel supplles, Clubs
Brom Rechcster and Albany o
Loog Island responded,

Malack then faced the chal-
lenges of secoring a tmck to
haul the poods, potiing insur-
ance. and assucing-a fusel sup-
mly. 3
He contracted with Buotch
Cramer, an independent truck
owner-aperador from Veorhees-
ville, (o take the supplies to
Ladislana. Going froo one
Kiwanis Club 1o 2nathes,
Malurk and Cramer managed
1o [oad the truck and finally
Tecuded south on Thursday.

They artived in Ponchutoula
carly Saturdny and went 1o a
wareliouse in Hummond whete
supplics were being gathcred

seven members from the
Ponchutonla club, collesfans
fromy LEU and Key Club mem-
bers heiped box, label and
Mace on pallets the big haul of
supplics.

W are Kiwanlans, and 1
wouldn't be i Kivwanis if i
wasn't 1o be able to do things
sneh as this,” Malark sabd.
“Kiwanis is ol about helping
people, This was just some-
thing that we felt had 1o be
done, Many other Kiwaniang in
Mew York pliched In and
helped solve problems related
o the trip. We're just happy
that we could help out in some
way"

Bemer saluted the MNew York
Kiwanis members for the effort
they put inte this project.

“This was a real challenge ...
o gel all these supplies from
Mew York to Lodisiaba uadar
the prevailing conditions,”
Berner said, “Once again,
members of Kiwanis Clubs
have shown thae through coop-
eration, preat things can hap-
pen and the needs of poople
con - be served”

Judy Couvillion, of the
Hammouwd Kiwanis Club nnd
lictncnant governor designiie
of Division 13 of the
Lounisiana-Mississippi-West
Tennessee District of Eiwanls

“Five of our eight clubs ma;
not even meel for several
weeks ar even months,” she
said. "It was cemforting to
Yooy thar: fellow Kiwanians
from s for away os Mew Yark
cared enougly abowt the people
of the Gulf South 10 gaer and
defiver supplics for victims of
e storm, The cooperation
berween ol participating o thls
project was hearl wirming and
sevwardiig.”

She thanked the Campus
Crusitde for Christ volunwers
who gave whial she termed
“tremendous” support 1o the
effort. wis
Jim Ferrin, Ponchatowla
HKiwaniz Club president,
thanked Malark and the Mow,
York Kiwanians for their gen-
erosily and observed that this
war just the. Jalest cxample of
Kiwanis members showing a
willingness 1o help the fess fos-
tunate Uironghout the werld,

Beiner played host to Malark
o Cramer befors they headed
back to New York Monday.

They will 20 back with an
emply buck, But it is expedted
that their hearts will be filled
with 1he knowledge that they
renched out, in the tradition of
Kiwcinis, 1o help fetlow civizens
Icft victims by a merciless
L0kl ’ o

Metropolitan Kiwanians think outside the
box (in this case outside the truck) and
PLG Mark Russo had large letters “NY
Kiwanis Relief Fund” made and they were
affixed on both sides of the truck for all
to see. Great PR! Congrats Metropolitan.

New York School’s

Give A Can Day
Monday to Thursda
epteinber 26th to 29¢h

New York District Sponsored Youth par-
ticipated in the Give A Can Project. Their
donations were added to the truck for
distribution in the Gulf area.

Lohell Family Update

The following updates come from Debbie
Lobell to Linda Cooney about the Lobell fam-
ily.
October 19th — | apologize for not letting
you know sooner that both packages arrived
and Christen opened them last Friday night.
Needless to say, she is delighted with the
flute and the clothes. (donated by Janet
Calabrese and Trish Hook) She immediately
put the flute together and began to toot on it.
| don’t know if she will be able to play it this
school year because she has been assigned
the clarinet. She is very excited to keep the
flute to try for next term. | know that she will
excel at whatever she puts her mind to.
Adam and Dodi have begun to shop for a
fridge, washer, and dryer. They are so look-
ing forward to moving into a house so they
can all spread out and | can’t say that |
blame them.

Christen Lobell is 11 years old. She was
very excited about being able to learn to
play a musical instrument this year. Her
beloved trombone was lost in the storm.
NY Kiwanian Trish Hook had her flute
refurnished and sent it to Christen.

| am happy to report that my mom is
recovering very well from her scare a couple
of weeks ago. She is learning to reduce her
stress level in a lot of areas. Now for that
stubborn man of hers!!! He is not doing so
well, but has agreed to search for a place
closer into town so that it will be easier for all
of us to help them. This is a good thing!!

Well, Lonnie has just walked through the
door coming in from work. | had better get
his supper fixed.

Thank you so much for all you have done
for our kids.— Debbie Lobell

PS.: | heard from Mike Malark today.
Maybe | will get to meet him this weekend.
Continued on Page 6

Janet Calabrese made sure Ghristen was
ouffitted in style for her first day at
school. Christen loved her presents.
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