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Sponsored Organizations
and Programs

Tony Palangi

Sponsored Youth 
A Kiwanis Asset

The Key Club and the Circle K Conventions,
held this past March, are now history. The
Sponsored Organizations: Key Club, Circle K,
Builders Clubs, K-Kids, and Aktion Clubs are
looking forward to a new year, 2004-2005. At
the conventions Kristin Kramer from New
Hyde Park, NY was elected New York District
Key Club Governor and Brian Smith was
elected NY District Circle K Governor.
Congratulations to Governor Kristin and
Governor Brian with our best wishes for a
successful year of growth and service.

Too often we forget one of the greatest
assets that we have in Kiwanis, our
Sponsored Youth organizations. As the new
year begins for them let’s renew our commit-
ment to work at this in many ways:

Establish a line of communication through
the Kiwanis Advisor. The Club Newsletter is
also an excellent vehicle for communicating.
Make sure that each Sponsored Youth club is
on your mailing list.

Assist the newly elected officers in plan-
ning for the new year as they prepare a
budget, appoint service committees and ana-
lyze service projects and activities that meet
the needs of the school and community.

Share experiences with them: invite their
members to Kiwanis club meetings on a reg-
ular basis and vice versa. Kiwanians should
attend their club meetings.

Support them financially to attend con-
ventions and conferences including funds for
the Faculty Advisors.

Participate in joint projects with the
approach of the summer season. There are
many ideal joint projects which you can both
get extensively involved in. Some examples
are, general cleanup, maintenance projects,
landscaping, fundraising for the benefit of the
camp, and many other activities.

Club Programs - don’t forget to ask them
to address your Kiwanis Club. Members of
the Sponsored Youth Organizations possess
diversified talents and can provide interesting
programs.

Always keep in mind that they are an
excellent source of manpower, especially for
the smaller clubs who lack the membership
strength to implement substantial service
projects.

Our youth represents the future leaders of
this great land, the future leaders of Kiwanis.
It’s up to us to demonstrate that we care.
Let’s not disappoint them, because they rely
upon us for support and encouragement.

In closing, congratulations to the Kiwanis
Club of Glen Falls for the organization of the
Warren-Washington County ARC Aktion Club.
Special thanks to President Kate VanDerZee
and Coordinator Ruth Bletz for their devoted
efforts in the organization.

athletes a chance to have fun, to participate
in competition among friends, to experience
a certain happiness and joy. Each participant
is made to feel important and essential.
Families are encouraged to attend the
events. Many volunteers come from the fam-
ilies of the athletes. Parents and care givers
come to know one another and a network
can develop. These networks often become
support groups for the families. Much infor-
mation is shared and passed along at such
gatherings. Through these contacts other
social opportunities present themselves.
Finding play dates for developmentally dis-
abled children is not always easy!  

As important as exercise and fitness is to
the concept of SO, and indeed to Peter’s gov-
ernor’s project this year, my family benefited
just as greatly from what developed as a
direct result of the athletic premise of SO.

Special Olympics provides Kiwanis Clubs
throughout New York State with a natural tie
in for service projects. Like Kiwanis, SO
functions throughout the state. SO divides
the state into over 30 areas with contact per-
sons in each. Since local events go on
throughout the year, it seems like a wonder-
ful opportunity for both Kiwanis, and Kiwanis
Sponsored Youth clubs to volunteer. Since
Governor Peter has made child fitness his
special project, it would seem to make great
sense to contact your local SO area represen-
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tative to set up a project.
Many of the clubs and divisions through-

out our district are long-time active partici-
pants and sponsors of SO. Your efforts are
greatly appreciated by the athletes who par-
ticipate, their families, the SO organization
and by Kiwanis. To those clubs who have not
yet participated, please appoint a SO chair to
make contact with your local area SO repre-
sentative. For information and local contacts
at Special Olympics go to <http://
www.nyso.com>. Doing so will create a
great opportunity for both SO and Kiwanis!

In closing I would like to share my person-
al experience as a SO volunteer. You see,
Hope participated in SO for over 20 years.
During that time my family provided an
extremely solid support system for her which
continues to this day. We saw to it that Hope
received positive feedback and reinforce-
ment for her efforts. But what gave me just
as much satisfaction was working with those
athletes who, through personal circum-
stance, did not have such a support group to
provide such advocacy. It is easy for me to
perform such service because I feel that if
Hope’s “personal circumstance” was differ-
ent, I would only wish some kind person
would show her such attention.

I am an advocate for Special Olympics.
New York Special Olympics.
Continued on Page 7
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Clubs with 35 members or less
Winner: Gates Greece

Honorable Mention: Hempstead
Clubs with 36-75 members

Winner: Sand Lake
Honorable Mention: West Seneca
Clubs with over 75 members

Winner: North Shore

WHITE Category (20 members or less)
Palmyra Macedon

BLUE Category (21-29 members)
Hamburg

ORANGE Category (30-46 members)
Winner: Pembroke Corfu Darien

Honorable Mention: Corona East Elmhurst
SILVER Category (47-60 members)

Sand Lake
GOLD Category (61 members and more)

Monthly
Winner: North Shore

Honorable Mention: Wantagh
Weekly

Winner: Middletown
Honorable Mention: Elmira

Gerald P. Christiano Award
John Keegan

East Meadow Obtains $5K Reading Grant
For School Under Kiwanis Int'l Program

Beinhacker
Continued from Page 4

to get up and do something about it. Governor
Peter could not have chosen a better project.
We are the parents and grandparents that
need to be the ones that make a difference.
We challenge you to reach out and make a
difference in your community and with a
child. We are here to help or assist you in any
way we can. Please don’t hesitate to e mail
or call. Thank you.

Special thanks to DPP Jim Richards of the
East Meadow Club, who wrote the ESK’s
March/April Governor’s Project column.

The Kiwanis Club of EAST MEADOW, Long
Island South Central – home of NY Governor
Peter Mancuso and LISC Lt. Governor Tom
Gallagher, presented local school district
officials with $5,000 to support its “Read and
Lead Program” at Barnum Woods Elementary

Photo Left: Participating in the ceremony
were (l to r) Kiwanian/former East
Meadow Schools Superintendent Dr.
Frank Saracino, Kiwanian/Board of
Education Member Barry Rubenstein,
Board of Education Pres. Charles
Goldberg, East Meadow Pres. Mitchell
Skoller, Barnum Woods School Principal
Peter A. Valente, Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Robert Dillon, and PP Andrew
Langus. (Photo by Ivan Launer)

School. East Meadow Past President Andrew
Langus, aided by NY State Senator Kemp
Hannon, obtained the funds through a State
of New York grant under Kiwanis
International's Read Around the World
Program.


