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Spring has sprung, and the EliMi-
NaTe Campaign's Year of Participation
is now in full swing! All Kiwanis clubs
around the world are asked to devote
some of their time and energy to raise
funds for this project. Many of the clubs
in the New York District have already
donated money or are planning an
event in the next few months. To those
groups, I say "thank you" on behalf of
all the mothers and babies you have
protected.

Some clubs have been requesting
more information on fundraising. The
challenge is to raise money for our
Worldwide Service Project without ne-
glecting the projects you are already
sponsoring in your local communities. A
tall order, some say-but I say not so!
There are many ways in which our
clubs can do this:

1) Use an existing fund raiser and add

to it something new for EliMiNaTe. For
example, if a club has a luncheon or din-
ner planned, think of having a 50/50
raffle with the proceeds going to EliMi-
NaTe. OR have a basket raffle. OR just
put a baby bottle (easily obtained at a
dollar store) on each table and after de-
scribing how a mother and her future
babies can be protected for the amazing
rate of $1.80, ask folks to put a contri-
bution in the bottle. OR let your imagi-
nation soar!

2) Have a new fundraiser dedicated
solely to EliMiNaTe. An easy way to
raise funds and make people outside of
Kiwanis aware of the problem of MNT
1s to work with a local eatery to give a
discount on a certain day. Distribute fly-
ers about EliMiNaTe to the general pub-
lic, and state the amount of the discount
offered to those who bring in this flyer
on the designated date. This has al-
ready been successfully done in Califor-
nia Pizza, Arby's, and Boston Market. I
am sure that other chains have the
same policy. If there are nearby stores
such as Chico's, The Gap, etc. ask them
to participate at the same time.

3) Gift card sale programs work well.
Members purchase cards for the places
where they regularly shop, e.g.,
ShopRite, Target, Walgreen's, even de-
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partment stores like Boscov's, Macy's
and Bloomingdales to name a few. A per-
centage of the price of the card is given
to the club. To illustrate how this works,
one school on Long Island offered these
cards each week to families of the stu-
dents. A family spending $100 for gro-
ceries a week would purchase a $100
card to their supermarket, and approxi-
mately 7-10 percent of that $100 would
go to the school. The family was not ac-
tually spending any more money than
usual, but using the card to pay their
weekly bill. I am aware of the Great
Lakes Scrip Program, but I am sure that
there are other similar ones. More infor-
mation can be found at www.glscrip.com
or by calling (800) 727-4715.

For more information, please contact
me at kirmse@fordham.edu.

Let's all swing into spring with some
new and creative fundraising ideas. Ex-
celsior!

Finger Lakes Division
Raises Funds
For Children’s Hospital

On March 16, the Kiwanis Clubs of
the Finger Lakes Division collected
donations at Eastview Mall in Victor
to suppport a Kiwanis Family Waiting
Room in the soon-to-be built Golisano
Children’s Hospital at Strong Memo-
rial Hospital in Rochester.

Kiwanians and members of K-Kids,
Key Clubs and Aktion Clubs collected
$4,081.

Seated at the table talking to sup-
porters of the event are division Past
Lt. Govs. Peg Bobzin and Brent Myott.

Lyme Disease Awareness Week was March 2-8

Bayside High School's gym had 65 K-
Family members working out to Zumba
at the Empire Division's Body, Mind
and Service Event.

The group also received a primer on
Pediatric Lyme Disease, its treatment,
its prevention and the work of the Pedi-
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atric Lyme Disease Foundation from
Foundation  VP/Treasurer Distin-
guished Past Gov. John Gridley.

Foundation Director and Service
Leadership Chair Rich Santer also ex-
plained the work of the Pediatric Lyme
Disease Service Leadership Commit-
tee and invited interested Circle Kers
and Key Clubbers to join the commit-
tee.

The event raised more than $750 for
the Pediatric Lyme Disease Foundation.

The Empire Division's event brought
together K-Family members from Long
Island and New York City to kick-off Pe-
diatric Lyme Disease Week which ran
from March 2-8.

The week was planned by the newly
formed Pediatric Lyme Disease Service
Leadership Committee.



