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Chester Kiwanians made their annual visit to the Inspire Kids
pre-school recently, helping children there to plant flower bulbs
from Holland which are timed to bloom around Mother's Day.
Each youngster has a pot with his or her name, and Kiwanians
help to plant one or two bulbs. The youngsters water and care
for their plants until it is time for them to take home to their
mothers. The Chester club feels this event, which has been
done for more than 20 years, is one of the most important serv-
ices it provides each year. At right, Kiwanian Ed Stoddard with
some of the children. Club member Larry Neeb has chaired the
program throughout its existence.

As the K-Kids of the New York Dis-
trict end their 2010-2011 service year,
we have much to be proud of. Our K-
Kids have supported the ELIMINATE
project, planted community gardens, fed
the hungry, raised funds for KPTC, sent
cards to the elderly, cleaned up their
neighborhoods, helped Governor Mike
send military kids to Kamp Kiwanis
and so much more. 

This year, we have five distinguished
clubs and one honor club. I would like
to congratulate the Bowling Green K-
Kids, sponsored by the East Meadow
Kiwanis Club, the Connolly K-Kids,
sponsored by the North Shore Kiwanis
Club, the Franklin Square K-Kids,
sponsored by the Franklin Square Ki-
wanis Club, the Lawrence Avenue K-
Kids, sponsored by the Potsdam
Kiwanis Club, and the McVey K-Kids,
sponsored by the Nassau University
Medical Center Kiwanis Club. These
clubs have all been named 2010-11 Dis-

tinguished Clubs. Congratulations also
go to the Landing K-Kids sponsored by
the Glen Cove Kiwanis Club who
earned Honor Club status.

I would be remiss if I did not also
thank the advisors of these clubs. It is
only through their outstanding guid-
ance that these clubs have achieved
such accolades.

Unfortunately, we had few clubs and
members enter the Kiwanis Interna-
tional contests or apply for Kiwanis In-
ternational awards this year. While an
increase from last year, the number of
entries is still very disappointing. I
would like to commend the Bowling
Green K-Kids who submitted at least
one entry for every one of the Kiwanis
International contests and awards. In
fact, this club or one of its members will
be representing the New York District
in each of the contests or awards com-
petitions at the international level this
year.

I cannot stress enough the impor-
tance of having your K-Kids Clubs and
members enter these contests and com-
pete for these awards. As we develop the
young service leaders who are our K-
Kids, the reinforcement that district
and international recognition provides
fosters a love of community service in
our K-Kids and strengthens the founda-
tion of our K-Family.

The K-Kids District Committee and I
are available to assist any club wishing
to enter these contests or to apply for
these awards. From talking to so many
of you, we know your clubs are doing so
many projects worthy of district and in-
ternational recognition. Please contact
one of us, if we can assist you. Our con-
tact information is: District Administra-
tor Mickie Leamey: 516-333-3563;
Assistant Administrator David Morse:
slapshot@frontiernet.net; Assistant Ad-
ministrator Rich Santer:
rs2wdld@aol.com; Assistant Adminis-
trator Lisa Santer:
momljs1263@aol.com

Another way clubs can learn more
about these awards, and contests as
well as improve their K-Kids is by at-
tending the K-Kids Mini-Convention
hosted by the Bowling Green K-Kids on
Saturday, April 30, at the Levittown
Public Library.

In closing, I would like to thank
everyone involved in K-Kids during the
2010-11 service year. Your time and en-
ergy is making a difference for the
youngest members of our K-Family. I
wish everyone a fantastic 2011-12 serv-
ice year.
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