
Secretary/Treasurer
Joseph Eppolito

MID-YEAR CONFERENCE
The Mid-Winter Conference at the Hudson
Valley Resort & Spa was a great success.
Interesting and informative forums were held.
Opening and general sessions brought
Kiwanians  and guests up to date on what is
happening in our district. Awards were
announced honoring Kiwanis clubs and indi-
viduals for the 2003- 4 Kiwanis year under
Immediate Past Governor Peter J. Mancuso.
We enjoyed positive growth with a net growth
of +168. Congratulations to Peter’s Leaders
for a fine year.

Governor Glenn and First Lady Susan con-
tinue to make their official visits throughout
the District. I encourage you to attend their
visit and support them as well as the
Governor’s Project.

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
The International Convention in Hawaii is fast
approaching. We have a quota of 300 for the
Convention which we should strive to meet.
We have an excellent hotel, The Sheraton
Waikiki Hotel, which you all will enjoy. For
those who want to save some money and
enjoy another five star hotel, the NY District
has an excellent land package only arrange-
ment with The Double Tree Inn, less than 10
minutes from the Convention Center & beach-
es. Check our District web page for details
and forms. There are many things to see in
Hawaii. Pearl Harbor, The  Arizona, volcano
sites, oceans and island cruises are just a few
of the things to do. It truly will be a trip of a
lifetime!

Also we should show the rest of the
Kiwanis world that we are interested in
International affairs. There are many issues
brought up at the Convention and as dele-
gates for your club you will have an opportu-
nity to voice and vote your club’s opinion. One
important vote is the election our own candi-
date Past Governor Tom DeJulio for
International Trustee.

Club Secretaries should be sure to send in
the forms to Kiwanis International and to our
District Office notifying us who will be repre-
senting your club at the convention. Also
remember, your club must have their dues
paid in order to be able to vote. Lt Governors
& Lt. Governors-Elect (LTGs 05-06) are dele-
gates-at-large and can represent your club if
they are designated on the delegate forms.

MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
All clubs should have made their membership
adjustments for the year. They should now
concentrate on increasing the size of their
clubs.

New members result in an influx of new
ideas and more Kiwanians to work on proj-
ects. All clubs should now have a member-
ship plan in place with a goal to end the year
with an increase in membership.
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Indianapolis, Indiana – If you’re going to
make a contribution to the Worldwide
Service Project (WSP) under the Kiwanis
International Foundation’s Mel and Mary
Cowart Challenge Match program, you’d
better hurry. Because of an overwhelming
global response, the program will end on
March 31, six months ahead of schedule.
Although the match offer will conclude at the
end of the month, the Worldwide Service
Project Campaign Cabinet will continue to
seek contributions.

Under the program, announced at this
past summer’s Kiwanis International con-
vention, Kiwanis-family clubs and members
contributing a minimum of $500 to the fight
against iodine deficiency disorders (IDD)
have had their contributions matched. The
donation and the program’s matching funds
then add up to qualify the donor for enroll-
ment in the George F. Hixson Fellowship. The
Cowarts initiated the Hixson match program

with a lead gift of $300,000. In addition to
their gift, several other Kiwanians committed
major gifts to the campaign to be used as
matching funds. Those individuals who gave
$25,000 or more qualified as a “Pacesetter”
for the campaign.

Since its July 2004 launch, more than
2,200 people or clubs have applied for
matching Hixsons under the program, which
equates to more than $1.1 million raised for
the initiative to virtually eliminate IDD around
the globe. Though the match program was to
continue through September 2005, the
tremendous response will lead to a success-
ful conclusion of the program by the end of
the month, a half-year earlier than expected.

“We expected the matching funds to pro-
duce success, but we definitely are sur-
prised at how productive it has been for our
campaign,” says WSP Cabinet Chairman
Eddie Callis. “We are very grateful to Mel and

Hixson challenge match to end six months
early – IDD Campaign success continues
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