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time, frequently you had no program, your
days of service are behind you and your
days of writing checks are here. Most of
the entire meeting was just plain NO fun.

3) I am going to spend my time with my fam-
ily. You did not involve my children or my
spouse in any activities and they get first
priority on my time.

4) I am unable to attend all the meetings.
While I could help with the projects and do
few things, many of you felt that was not
enough.

5) I have business commitments and cannot
attend. My time is important and like you I
set priorities.

6) I am relocating to another area. What, no
one passed my name on to one or two
clubs in the new town.

7) The last and final reason why I am leaving
is because of the cost. You may be sur-
prised that only 95 (15.3%) of us included
financial reasons for leaving.

Now you know why I left. It is your turn to
look at your club and what you can do so that
I will remain an active member.

Will you assign a club mentor to me when
I join? A member who will be responsible to
teach us the ways of Kiwanis and listen to my
concerns?

Will you find ways to make me, as a new
member feel welcome and included in your
group, and not exclude me from your
cliques?

Will you develop levels of membership to
those of us who have difficulty attending
every meeting? Will you see to it that your
club leaders are trained to assume their
responsibilities?

Will you consider ways to reduce meal
costs?

If you will discuss these Issues, Kiwanis
will be 25,000 stronger at the end of the
Kiwanis administrative year. All it will take to
keep me in Kiwanis is the knowledge that
you care about me and that my contribution
is important in the life of the club.

2003 was also the summer of volunteers!
We were fortunate to have three Circle K
members and one Key Clubber: Anton Konev,
Michele Pietromonaco, Randy Huther and
Sally Baker volunteered as counselors.
Delmar Kiwanians, Richard and Maureen
Pulice, also spent an entire week working at
the Kamp. Richard worked in the kitchen and
Maureen as a counselor. All of our volunteers
were astonished at how hard we work and
how rewarded they felt at the end of their
stays. We hope each of them will spread the
word to other Circle K, Key and Kiwanis Club
members with the hope to continue to
increase the number of volunteers at Kamp
Kiwanis. A special thanks to you all!

When preparing to send children to Kamp
Kiwanis, please remember these key points:

1. Only utilize applications labeled 2004. We
cannot accept older applications as they
are out of date when it comes to current
standards and regulations of the NYS
Department of Health and the American
Camping Association. PLEASE throw away
all old applications to prevent having to
complete them a second time.

2. A Kiwanian MUST be present at the bus
stop when the children depart for Kamp
and upon their return. The latter is more
important. We are charging agencies that
sponsor children a $50 penalty fee if no
representative is present upon the child’s
return. We do not want to have to do the
same with Kiwanis Clubs. Although sur-
prising, several times throughout the
summer, parents or guardians neglect to
show up at the bus stop to pick up their
children. We cannot afford additional
delays to our scheduled stops.

3. Despite your not knowing if your kampers
will have special needs, we can only
accept 20 of these children per session. It
is crucial that you contact the Kamp as
soon as possible. Reserve special needs
spaces if you have the slightest thought
that your kampers will fit within this cate-
gory. Remember, ADHD is a special need.
We will do our best to accommodate your
requests, but in the end, we must adhere
to strict ratio guidelines of staff to kamper
(1:2).

4. The Kamp application includes a new
medical form. It is required that this form
be signed by a licensed physician.
Children cannot attend Kamp Kiwanis
without this form. It is unacceptable to
attach a school health record or any other
medical form other than the Kamp Kiwanis
form. Work with the family to acquire this
form early on. We hate to turn a child
away due to the lack of a medical form.

5. If your Club wants to sponsor children and
you are having trouble finding candidates,
please call the Kamp. We are here to help
you! 

Please be sure to call me if you would like
to arrange to have me make a presentation
on Kamp Kiwanis at your Club Meeting. I am
happy to travel your way to spread the word
of how much your generosity means to those
you serve!

Thanks
Jim Fretthold

A special thanks goes out to Kiwanian Jim
Fretthold for his great dedication to helping
non-profit organizations like Kamp Kiwanis.
Jim has been instrumental in helping the
Kamp acquire several grants through the York
Children’s Foundation, totaling nearly
$10,000!  Thanks, Jim!   
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very clean, there were bunk beds in it, a cou-
ple of windows and an extra door. The coun-
selors asked us which beds we wanted. I
personally didn’t care which bed I had as
long as I had a bed to sleep in. The coun-
selors and the kids including myself went
outside the cabin, sat down on logs and we
introduced ourselves to each other. I was
very nervous when it was my time to intro-
duce myself. I knew that I would have lots of
fun even with the doubts I had before I left.

Each day we did a different activity. We
went canoeing, we had breakfast, lunch, din-
ner, drama and arts and crafts. The activity
that I enjoyed most was canoeing. That was
when you sit in a low boat very close to the
water, you hold these paddles which are like
sticks and you row through the water. I
enjoyed that activity very much. Everyday I
would ask, “when are we going canoeing?” I
enjoyed every activity there was. I got the
chance to know everyone in my cabin. I had
the time of my life. The meals I ate were very
delicious and the beds were very, very, very
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