
Auld Lang Syne is appropriately play-
ing in the background as I write the last
column I will be submitting for ESK. As
of Dec. 31, 2015, the first phase of the
EliMiNaTe Campaign came to a close,
and the roles of Area Coordinator, Dis-
trict Coordinator (my position), Multi-
Division Coordinator, and Division
Coordinator are no longer needed for
the next phase.

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank Linda and Past International
President Jerry Christiano who served
as Area Coordinators; our Multi-Divi-
sion Coordinators, Augusta Van Duzen,
Lynne Catelotti, Peter Pellittieri, and
Ron Parent, and our Division Coordina-
tors, as well as Past International Pres-
ident and First Lady Tom and
Rosemary DeJulio, our governors and
lieutenant governors. New York had a
wonderful EliMiNaTe team. 

What exactly did New York achieve?
We raised almost $1.4 million in cash
and pledges, and the convention dele-
gates last August unanimously voted to
raise the remaining money needed to
reach our goal of $1,796,314 by 2020.
The passing of that resolution is due to
the commitment of Immediate Past Gov.
Eric Paul, who is to be commended for
bringing this to the floor. Our SLP clubs
have been great partners with us in
raising awareness and money for EliM-
iNate. We would not have been so suc-
cessful without them.

So far 90 percent of our clubs have
participated in the EliMiNaTe Cam-
paign. This is remarkable, but there are
still 10 percent who have not come
aboard. This is a personal sadness for
me because my goal from the beginning
was that everyone would give some-
thing to help rid the world of MNT. Un-
fortunately, some of our clubs still have
a Chamber of Commerce mentality,
meaning that they will serve their local
community, but not go outside of it. As
members of Kiwanis International,
however, we must have a larger world
vision than our own local space.

But what did we really achieve? Be-
cause of the efforts of New York Kiwa-
nians, we already have protected

774,955 women and their future babies
from the scourge of MNT. When we
reach our goal (hopefully before 2020),
we will have saved a total of 997,952
women and their future children. That
realization is staggering to the mind.
The craft fair, Matching Mother’s Day
Zellers, Kiwally’s pencils, murder mys-
tery dinners, Trick or Treat Boxes, $1.80
donations and all the other fundraising
we did joined with the eight major gift
donors, the two $100K clubs, the Plat-
inum Club, the other 13 Model Clubs in
protecting those women and children.
The world is a better place this New
Year’s Day because of us.

It has been a pleasure working with
you on this campaign. Now let us all
take a cup of kindness and remember
with joy the days of Auld Lang Syne.
And let us continue to work hard to
raise the money we promised at last
year’s District Convention. Excelsior!
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Clubs are able to show their support for the Elimi-
nate Project by pledging at various levels.

The following clubs have agreed to be 100K clubs,
donating a total of $100,000:

Chinatown, New York City
Fordham, Bronx 

The following club has agreed to be a Platinum Club,
requiring a donation of an average of $1,500 per mem-
ber:

All Island 
The following clubs have agreed to be Model Clubs,

requiring a donation of an average of $750 per mem-
ber:

Amherst
East Greenbush
East Yonkers
Hartsdale
Huntington
Lewiston
Middle Village
North Central Staten Island
Patchogue
Sand Lake
Sayville
Three Village-Brookhaven
York-Leicester 

The Kiwanis Club of Middle Village recently received a do-
nation from Schneps Communications pf $1,250 as part of its
Eliminate Project campaign. Victoria Schneps-Yunis,
Schneps Communications co-publisher, (center) presented
the proceeds from a raffle to the club. In turn, she received a
Centennial Award in gratitude for the donation. Shown pre-
senting the award are, left, Past President Tina DiTroia, and
Past Lt. Gov. J.P. DiTroia.

Eliminate Project
Model Clubs

During the last five years, The Eliminate Project has
raised $104 million to support UNICEF’s MNT elimination
work.

In the last year alone, fundraising increased by $26.8 mil-
lion and 16 districts showed their support through district-
wide commitments.

In 2010, the Kiwanis family set out to raise $110 million
to help eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus worldwide.
During the last five years, 19 countries have eliminated
MNT, thanks to UNICEF, Kiwanis and partners, leaving 21
that are still at risk.

Eliminate Pledges at $104 million


