
After months of preparation, the
LISC K-Family welcomed representa-
tives from UNICEF, Kiwanis Interna-
tional Foundation Immediate Past
President Peter Mancuso and Kiwanis
International Immediate Past Presi-
dent Tom DeJulio as well as all three
New York District K-Family Governors
for The Eliminate Project Experience.
Hosted by the Bowling Green K-Kids at
their school, the event took place Dec. 6.

The Eliminate Project Experience
provided a look at each country where
maternal and neonatal tetanus (MNT)
still kills a mother or newborn baby
every 9 minutes. At each country's table
participants were invited to taste a food
or beverage, play a game, hear a story
or make a craft. Foods and beverages
included lemongrass iced tea, cassava,
plantains, yams and polvorone. Crafts
included shadow puppets, lanterns,
shell bracelets and mardi gras masks,
while games included Sey and Shax.
Participants also had the opportunity to
have their hands or wrists decorated
with henna.

The event also spotlighted successful
fundraisers run by local K-Family clubs
for the Eliminate Project. However, the
highlight of The Eliminate Experience
took participants on the "Vaccination

Journey" through which UNICEF rep-
resentatives explained in detail how do-
nated funds are used to eliminate MNT
by vaccinating women in the hardest to
reach corners of our world.

The Eliminate Project Experience
was planned and produced by a commit-
tee of LISC K-Family members ranging
from Kiwanians to K-Kids. The LISC K-
Family Eliminate Project Experience
Committee was co-chaired by new Ki-
wanians Rickie Santer and Emma
Reed.The primarily educational event

raised about $1,000 for the Eliminate
Project through admission donations
and a baby-themed bake sale.

"Being part of eliminating a deadly
disease from our world is an amazing
feeling!" commented Host Club Presi-
dent Aline Asarian of the Bowling
Green K-Kids.

"Our club has raised over $7,000 to
save mothers and babies since the Elim-
inate Project began. We are really proud
to be helping," added K-Kids Secretary
Elianna Rivera.

Marci Brenholz explains the "Cold Chain" used by UNICEF to get vaccines to
women in the developing world.

Happy New Year! I hope that the hol-
idays were a special time with your
family and friends and that you feel re-
freshed and renewed as 2014 begins.

January takes its name from the
Roman god Janus, who is usually rep-
resented with two heads. He looks both
to the past and to the future, which is a
good way for each of us to approach the
New Year. 2014 is a blank canvas right
now. How will we Kiwanians leave our
mark on it? As of the last giving report
Dec. 15, the New York District has
raised $725,233, for EliMiNaTe, which
is 40 percent of the goal set by the
multi-division and division coordinators
who took part in the cluster meetings
last year. So far, 60 percent of our clubs
have participated. So much for the past;
let's look to the future.

Believe it or not, 2014 is the last full
year of our campaign to rid the world of

maternal neonatal tetanus. KI hopes to
reach the goal of $110 million by the In-
ternational Convention by June 2015.
We New Yorkers have much work to do
this year for the EliMiNaTe Project! So
it's time to roll up our sleeves, put our
shoulders to the wheel, and do whatever
it takes to contribute our part of the
goal.

The EliMiNaTe Campaign Team in
Indianapolis has designed a program
for all districts to strategize for the
months ahead. Similar to a football
huddle, it is a time to regroup and refo-
cus our efforts to achieve our goals. All
multi-division and division coordinators
are expected to attend. Since these dis-
trict meetings were planned to take
place between January and March, I
scheduled our "huddle" to take place
during our Mid-Winter Conference in
February. This will avoid the necessity
of planning another meeting with folks
from all over the state traveling during
the winter months. Gov. Joe and his ex-
ecutive team have graciously scheduled
two forums on Saturday morning and
given us space on Sunday morning to
accommodate the time that is needed.
The EliMiNaTe forums were planned so
as not to interfere with other forums
that MDCs and DC's need to attend, so

please plan your travel itinerary around
these times. Any other EliMiNaTe club
coordinator or interested Kiwanian is
also welcome to attend.

There will be Zellers available at Mid-
Winter, and time to present these at the
Saturday evening banquet. If you have
been thinking of obtaining a Zeller for
yourself or someone else, this is the
time to do so! Have you honored your
past president or your past lieutenant
governor? There's no time like the pres-
ent!

I have a dream ... that we can an-
nounce at Mid-Winter that New York
has raised $1 million here and that all
of our clubs have participated.

Opportunity is knocking at the door of
our New Year. Let's welcome it in and
continue to make our world a better
place by working to EliMiNaTe mater-
nal neonatal tetanus once and for all! 

Excelsior!
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