
One of the things I like most about
Kiwanis International is the volume
and variety of website content available
to members. They go out of their way to
provide us all with the tools we need to
make our volunteer experience a great
one and help those who we serve. The
Kiwanis International content engine
has now turned its focus to the Youth
Protection Program. 

There are a few tools I recommend
that you take advantage of as soon as
possible:

•Online Youth Protection Training -
In this well done, self paced video pres-
entation you can easily get a great
overview of the Youth Protection Pro-

gram. It really does a fine job of all of
the ins and outs including important
topics such as adult to child ratios
when adults are staying overnight or
travelling with children, important
rules for children who need to take
medication when under Kiwanis super-
vision and guidance when it comes to
interaction with kids on social media
such as Facebook. To access this train-
ing, go to the "member login" icon on
Kiwanis.org. Once you log in click the
"education" icon on the left side of the
screen and select "Youth Protection
Guidelines".

There is also a pre-recorded webinar
at https://www2.gotomeeting.com/regis-
ter/658553970 where members can
learn even more entitled, "Youth Pro-
tection Guidelines and You."

•Youth Protection Club Policies -
Check out this page
www.kiwanis.org/clubpolicybasics to
better understand club best practices
related to background checks, informa-
tion security, record retention and crim-
inal records.

•Liability Insurance - Review the op-
tional insurance resources guide at
http://www.kiwanis.org/kiwanisone/lea
d/risk-management on this topic to
make sure directors and officers are
protected. The best protection is to
make sure your club follows the Kiwa-
nis guidelines, but proper insurance
coverage is a prudent step to take as
well.

With the tools Kiwanis provides there
is no reason not to be educated on a
topic which is of importance to your
club. It is all there for the taking and it
only takes a little bit of time to make
sure we are protecting our kids and our
members.

There will also be a Youth Protection
training forum at the Mid-Winter Con-
ference, which will take place Feb. 21-
23 at the Holiday Inn in Albany. I look
forward to seeing you all there so we
can dive into this all too important
issue of protecting our youth.
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This year's holiday season will soon
be coming to an end. All the hectic rac-
ing around displaying decorations,
going to parties and exchanging gifts
are behind us. Now is the time for new
beginnings; a beginning of a new year
and a new beginning for our New York
Kiwanis District 2014. I want to thank
you all for all of the wonderful things
you did to make our district, and in-
deed, our world a better place in 2013.
I want to also wish you a Wonderful,
Happy and Healthy New Year for
2014.

As everyone around us makes their
resolutions this year, let us all resolve
to work together to make our New York
District the best it has ever been. At this
time of renewal and new beginnings I
encourage everyone to renew your com-
mitment to Kiwanis. Let us rebuild our
clubs and our divisions. Let us recon-
firm the importance of Kiwanis in our
communities and around the world by
educating our members to the goals and
objects of Kiwanis. Let us build our
membership and add clubs to our or-
ganization so that the work of Kiwanis
can be spread out to all those places in
need. To sustain this positive feel let us
work closely with our sponsored youth.
They are our future.

At this year's Mid-Winter Confer-

ence, to be held Feb. 21-23, we will in-
troduce some new ideas and make
some changes to help revitalize our dis-
trict. I will encourage you all to reach
out to your clubs to make an added ef-
fort to invite guests to become new
members of Kiwanis. I will ask you to
consider family, friends, members of
the community and our sponsored
youth, specially the Circle K, as poten-
tial members.

Let's get more members and spon-
sored youth involved in our educational
forums, and all the other events we
have planned for this conference. I urge
all members to do their best to attend
this conference in Albany.

All the presidents and secretaries
have received their registration pack-
ets. We urge them all to contact their
clubs and to spread the word about this
year's conference. We plan to make this
a most enjoyable and educational week-
end.

Any division wishing to host a hospi-
tality suite is urged to contact our dis-
trict secretary as soon as possible. This
year we are asking each hospitality
room to have a theme. There will be a
governor's award and trophy for the
best hospitality room. This is a great
time to informally meet with our fellow
Kiwanians.

We are also asking that clubs or divi-
sions supply gift baskets to be raffled off
during the conference. Again, there will
be a governor's award and trophy for
the best basket. Contents of the baskets
are your choice. All proceeds for this
year's raffle will go towards the Gover-
nor's Project - Autism.

On Saturday of the conference we will
recognize all of our new members and

sponsors. Throughout the weekend we
will be recognizing the achievements
and outstanding work of the clubs over
the last several months. Some of the
things we will focus on will be growth,
years of service, and special events such
as birthdays or anniversaries. I am ask-
ing you to send me any special mile-
stones your club may be having and an
event that your club has done that is
clearly above and beyond the call of
duty. These clubs deserve to be recog-
nized and I wish do to so.

On Saturday night Immediate Past
Gov. Al Norato Jr. will present awards
for the achievements of his dream from
2012-13. Let's be on hand to show sup-
port to Gov. Al and his team of hard-
working Kiwanians. We are proud of
their work.

This is our district and we are ex-
tremely proud of all the fine work we do
as volunteers for this great organiza-
tion. Kiwanis is in our hearts and our
hearts are in Kiwanis. Let's build those
bridges to the future for our children.
Let us reach our goals for 2014.

Again, on behalf of the First Lady and
myself, we wish you and your families a
Happy, Healthy and Productive New
Year.
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