
The East Aurora Aktion Club had a
busy year in 2010, and will continue its
$20,000 playground expansion project
in 2011.

In March of 2010 Aktion Club Board
Member Nick Benedict appeared before
the East Aurora town and village
boards asking permission for the club to
expand the Hamlin Park playground so
it could accommodate children with dis-
abilities. Benedict told the boards that
when he was growing up, he couldn't
use the existing equipment.

The club received approval to expand
the playground but needed to raise the
money to carry out the work. Since

then, more than 100 community groups
and individuals have donated more
than $20,000 toward the effort. Equip-
ment was purchased and installed in a
joint project by the town and village,
Aktion Club members and the club's Ad-
visory Committee. Additional items
such as picnic tables and benches are
still needed and the fund raising efforts
are continuing to provide them. The
project should be completed in the
Spring.

The Aktion club was involved in sev-
eral fund raising and service projects
during the year. The club had a Doll and
Painting raffle, a car wash and a baked

goods sale. The club also is selling a
2011 calendar which features pictures
of club activities. A portion of the calen-
dar profits were donated to FISH, a
local food pantry; the Independence
Foundation, a local non-profit organiza-
tion which develops housing of disabled
people; and to help fund a scholarship
for a local high school student. Pop can
tabs have been collected by/from all
members and donated to the Ronald
McDonald House.

The Aktion Club Singers have contin-
ued to entertain residents of nursing
homes and seniors by caroling during
the holiday season.

Many clubs around the district con-
ducted special events this year around
the Christmas Holiday.

Above is a picture taken during a
shopping trip for 50 children sponsored
by the  Kiwanis Club of Huntington,
which involves the Key Club members
helping with the shopping. When the
shopping is done, everyone goes to
lunch.

Above, right, Bowling Green K-Kids
member Danielle Hallett is excited by a
visit from Santa.

At right, members from the Long Is-
land Southwest Division deliver pres-
ents to patients at the Nassau
University Medical Center. With Santa
(PG David Rothman) are East Rock-
away President-Elect Charles
Hirschberg and Island Park President
Sharon Marinelli.
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