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Among my many Kiwanis treasures is
a now dog-eared and somewhat dilapi-
dated copy of a Commemorative Sou-
venir Journal celebrating the 25th
anniversary of the New York District
Foundation in 1994 (which made 2009
the 40th anniversary of our Foundation
and Kamp Kiwanis, certainly a defining
moment in the proud history of our
great District worthy of special note).

For New York Kiwanians, especially
those of a certain age, the pages of the
Souvenir Journal constitutes a wonder-
ful trip through fond memories and nos-
talgia. We are very much in indebted to
the then-foundation Historian Past Lt.
Gov. Jim McGrath for his comprehen-
sive and inspiring 25-year history of the
foundation included in the journal. My
thanks as current District Historian go
to Jim for his history, titled "It's Kiwa-
nis' Best Kept Secret". There is so much
interest in the journal that it cannot all
be described in this brief article.

To begin with the 25th anniversary
year and the journal were dedicated in
memory of the much loved 1985-86 first
lady of our district, Janis Calabrese,
who had suddenly and tragically been
taken from us. Past Gov. Bob Calabrese,
a dedicated and most generous sup-

porter of Kamp Kiwanis and now Hon-
orary Foundation Board member, ex-
pressed profound gratitude for the
dedication in the pages of the Journal.

Also in the journal is a valuable
piece titled, "Kiwanis International and
the New York District" by the late Larry
A. Hapgood, our 1952 District Governor
and then Associate Secretary emeritus
and long-time Kiwanis International
historian and scribe.

According to Jim McGrath's history,
the genesis of our foundation is to be
found in 1966 District Gov. Thomas T.
Pierce's appointment of a committee to
investigate the feasibility of establish-
ing a sleep-away camp for underprivi-
leged boys, which in due course resulted
in 1968 Gov. Stephen H. Hart (currently
the dean of our past governors) and his
board proposing the creation of a Dis-
trict Foundation to accept and run an
existing camp which would be donated
to the district by the Rome Kiwanis
Club and soon thereafter conveyed to
the newly-formed foundation. The rest,
as they say, is history.

Steve Hart served two years as
founding president of the foundation be-
fore being elected International Trustee
and ultimately vice president of Kiwanis
International. During the following 40
years Steve, now an honorary Founda-
tion Board Member, was succeeded for
varying terms as foundation president
by Don Miekam, Vic Peretta, Bob Kil-
burn, Tony Kaiser, Jack Tetamore, Jerry
Christiano, Jack Harten (now an hon-
orary board member), John Gaglione,
Lindy Marrazzo (now foundation presi-
dent emeritus) and our current presi-

dent, Sal Anelli. Especially notable for
top flight dedication and staying with
the project for several years during the
kamp's crucial developing stage were
Jack Tetamore as president, the late
Don Miekam as secretary and the late
Lou Theiss as treasurer, and years later
the late John Gaglione and Lindy Mar-
razzo, which of whom served with ex-
traordinary dedication for many years.

Among the high ranking 1993-94 Ki-
wanis International officials whose con-
gratulatory members are included in
the journal are International President
Arthur D. Swanburg, President-Elect
Ian Perdiau, Treasurer-Designate Jerry
Christiano, Past International Presi-
dent Tony Kaiser, then-current District
Gov. Dutch Craumer and then-Founda-
tion President John Gaglione.

U.S. Government officials whose
messages appear are President Bill
Clinton, New York Senator Alphonse
D'Amato and New York Gov. Mario
Cuomo.

Most moving, however, the journal
also includes no fewer than 112 pages of
heartfelt message of tribute to Janis
Calabrese from Kiwanis family clubs
and members, a virtual catalogue of dis-
trict notables of the day.

The foundation's and Kamp Kiwa-
nis' history is a proud one indeed with
too many achievements to recount here.
Forty years is a long time. The founda-
tion and kamp have more than vali-
dated the vision of its founds and early
supporters, and more is yet to come.
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Happy New Year!
By the time you are reading this, we

are all well into the New Year. So, how
will this year be different? What will
you do to make 2011 a better year? How
will we in Kiwanis really make a differ-
ence this year?

We in Kiwanis are fortunate in that
we get two New Years each year! One
New Year begins October first. At the
start of our Kiwanis New Year, I got a
commitment from each of our Lt. Gov-
ernors, to charter at least one new
Builders Club in their division this year.
Is your club the one that will really
make that commitment a reality? I can
not think of anything that can make a
more powerful impact on your club and
community.

Adolescence is possibly the most crit-
ical, pivotal time in a person's life. This
is the time period when Kiwanis can be
the difference; the difference that builds
self esteem, develops positive leaders,
provides the incentive to resist peer
pressure and helps build and direct the
future of the adolescents in your com-
munity. Those are the things a Builders
Club will bring to your Junior
High/Middle School and your commu-
nity.

Middle and Junior High students be-
lieve they are adults and can do any-
thing, only no one gives them a chance
to prove it. They are too young to have
a job, too young to drive, too old to have
a babysitter, but have a lot of time and
energy. They need an opportunity to
channel their time and energy into pos-
itive things, and become the people we
all will be proud of. As Kiwanians, we
can give them that opportunity through
a Builders Club. WHY would any club
not want to start one? You can secure
the future of your Kiwanis Club by pro-
viding the Kiwanis Experience now, to
the youth of your community. Start a
Builders Club and provide the experi-

ence that builds a serving heart, a de-
sire to help others, self esteem and, a
link to your Kiwanis Club. You can do
all this, or… you can let the opportunity
slip through your fingers and enable
drug dealers, drugs, peer pressure, com-
puter games and the internet to be the
effective influence in the future of the
adolescents of your community. 

Think about it! It's time for (the
other) New Year's Resolution. Let's re-
solve as Kiwanians to make the differ-
ence in the lives and future of these
kids. Let's Build and become involved
with our future, a future you'll be proud
of. Start a Builders Club! You'll be glad
that you did. If you need help in doing
this, contact me, Joanne Underwood at
91 Jewel Street, Rochester, NY 14621 or
(585) 342-7657. 
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‘They need an
opportunity

to channel their time
and energy

into positive things’


